


















Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 schools

THIS IS TECHNICALLY FACTUAL, BUT…

“Evidence from several
studies suggests that
children and adolescents
may be less commonly
infected with SARS-CoV-2
than adults.”

…IT IS BEING USED TO TELL A LIE

No need to worry, the kids
are totally safe!

THE REAL TRUTH:

Children can be infected.
Children can transmit the
virus.
Children can become sick
from COVID-19.
Children can die.



Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 schools

THIS IS TECHNICALLY FACTUAL, BUT…

“Based on the data available, in-
person learning in schools has
not been associated with
substantial community
transmission. Although national
COVID-19 case incidence rates
among children and adolescents
have risen over time, this trend
parallels trends observed
among adults.”

…IT IS BEING USED TO TELL A LIE

Schools do not make any
difference to the spread of the
pandemic.

THE REAL TRUTH:

Schools can, and do,
spread disease. But the
real issue is not whether
schools make the COVID
pandemic worse. The real
issue is safety for students
and teachers.



Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 schools

THIS IS TECHNICALLY FACTUAL, BUT…

“Though outbreaks do occur in
school settings, multiple studies
have shown that transmission
within school settings is
typically lower than – or at least
similar to – levels of community
transmission, when mitigation
strategies are in place in
schools.”

…IT IS BEING USED TO TELL A LIE

Schools are the safest place in
the community!

THE REAL TRUTH:

Community transmission
is out of control. School
transmission will reflect
that fact.



Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 schools

THIS IS TECHNICALLY FACTUAL, BUT…

“In Michigan and Washington,
delivery of in-person
instruction was not associated
with increased spread of
COVID-19 in schools when
community transmission was
low, but cases in schools did
increase at moderate-to-high
levels of community
transmission. When community
transmission was low, there was
no association between in-
person learning and community
spread.”

…IT IS BEING USED TO TELL A LIE

Schools do not spread the virus
to the community.

THE REAL TRUTH:

The entire statement
relies on the qualifier,
“when community
transmission was low.”
That does not presently
describe anywhere in the
United States.



Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 schools

THIS IS TECHNICALLY FACTUAL, BUT…

“Evidence suggests that staff-to-
staff transmission is more
common than transmission
from students to staff, staff to
student, or student to student.”

…IT IS BEING USED TO TELL A LIE

Students are not a significant
factor in transmission; no
need to wait for vaccines.

THE REAL TRUTH:

The word “vaccine” does
not appear at all in this
CDC report. Vaccines are a
standard safety measure.
They are omitted here
only for the purpose of
quickly reopening.



Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 schools

THIS IS TECHNICALLY FACTUAL, BUT…

“When mitigation strategies –
especially mask use and
physical distancing – are
consistently and correctly used,
the risk of transmission in the
school environment is
decreased.”

…IT IS BEING USED TO TELL A LIE

Vaccinations are not
necessary. Last year’s
precautions will suffice.

THE REAL TRUTH:

Yes, masks are essential.
But vaccines are essential,
too. Importantly, even the
mask guidelines are only
recommendations, and
are not enforced.





Among the six full-consensus NPI
categories in the CCCSL, the largest
impacts on Rt are shown by small gathering
cancellations (83%, ΔRt between −0.22 and
–0.35), the closure of educational
institutions (73%, and estimates for ΔRt
ranging from −0.15 to −0.21) and border
restrictions (56%, ΔRt between −0.057 and
–0.23). The consensus measures also
include NPIs aiming to increase healthcare
and public health capacities (increased
availability of personal protective
equipment (PPE): 51%, ΔRt −0.062 to
−0.13), individual movement restrictions
(42%, ΔRt −0.08 to −0.13) and national
lockdown (including stay-at-home order in
US states) (25%, ΔRt −0.008 to −0.14).


