
I. Understanding our tasks
Defending America’s democracy urgently 
requires:

1. The Resistance must support Tom Stey-
er’s campaign to impeach Trump, convict 
Trump, and remove Donald Trump from 
office, using the only provision in the 
Constitution designed to protect the peo-
ple against tyranny.

2. The Resistance must defend the Muel-
ler investigation, which, in the face of 
a slavish and impotent Congress, has 
been the only process in our government 
actually presenting any struggle against 
Trump. Shutting down the Mueller in-
vestigation is Trump’s main plan to shut 
down impeachment. If the Resistance 
cannot defend Mueller, the impeachment 
process will be sabotaged and the likeli-
hood of ever impeaching and removing 
Trump will approach zero.

3. The Resistance must recognize the 
extreme importance of the struggle 
over confirming Brett Kavanaugh to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. If Trump is able to 
achieve the confirmation of Kavanaugh, 
he will have taken over the third branch 
of government and also guaranteed his 
ability to also shut down Mueller. If Kava-
naugh is confirmed, the Mueller investi-

gation is essentially dead, and the road to 
impeachment is sabotaged.

4. The Resistance needs to understand 
clearly that Trump and his movement 
have an ideology, a real program of 
political action for the United States of 
America. This is true despite Trump’s 
own evident stupidity and incompetence 
and the divisions and confusion in his 
movement. Its aim is to create an Amer-
ican government completely subservient 
to the interests of a section of America’s 
giant corporations and wealthiest indi-
viduals, without any meaningful con-
stitutional or democratic restraints on 
the use of governmental power to serve 
their purposes, both domestically and 
in international policy. The view of these 
interests is that the preservation of their 
gargantuan wealth and power requires 
the conversion of the American political 
system into a form of government much 
more like that of America’s current rivals, 
Russia and China.
 Domestically, this requires a suppres-
sion of traditional labor and workers’ 
rights and civil rights generally. Inter-
nationally, this requires a government 
committed, regardless of the immediate 
harm done to millions of American pro-
ducers, to a policy of aggressive trade 
war, especially against China, intensified 

militarism, recognizing that any trade war 
must be backed up by the threat of actual 
military conflict, and the restructuring of 
an American system of alliances to favor 
relations with other authoritarian and 
despotic regimes with similar “state-capi-
talist” and authoritarian structures.
 Over the course of the Trump presi-
dential campaign, it became increasingly 
clear that Trump and his most conscious 
advisers and handlers were convinced 
that achieving the kind of regime his most 
fervent capitalist backers sought required, 
in a country like the United States, the 
creation of a mass movement supporting 
Trump that had somehow been con-
vinced to support the suppression of their 
own democratic freedoms on behalf of a 
small number of capitalist corporations 
and plutocrats. Trump and his ideological 
entourage understood that, in American 
history, the way to do that is to appeal to 
racist and xenophobic paranoias.
 In Trumpism, as with the European 
neo-fascist parties and movements, a 
domestic policy based on white-racist 
and ultra-nationalist demagogy, leads 
naturally, almost inevitably, to the inter-
national policy of an alliance with and 
support for the most important European 
power embodying an authoritarian and 
white-nationalist outlook: Russia under 
Putin. However illogical, irrational, and 
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inconsistent the policy may appear to 
be, all these far-right, ultra-nationalist, 
white-racist parties and movements 
internationally, including Trump’s, share 
the image of a racialized foreign policy 
centered on an alliance with Putin, with 
an implied fantasy that only through 
such an alliance of white governments 
based on white people’s support can the 
“white” nations of the world prevent the 
rise to global domination of non-white 
nations—specifically China.
 Some of Trump’s supporters call this 
domestic policy “anarcho capitalism.” 
Some view the creation of a racist and xe-
nophobic mass movement as a secondary 
question, a necessity, even an unfortunate 
one, in order to achieve the central aim of 
an authoritarian government committed 
without limits to use all the means at its 
disposal to protect and enlarge capitalist 
wealth and power. Government by the 
people must be replaced with govern-
ment for the rich and powerful, but to 
achieve this, a section of the people must 
be duped with racism into supporting an 
authoritarian regime. It is obvious that 
the great majority of Trump’s supporters, 
the overwhelming majority of Trump’s 
electoral base, are fanatically committed 
to him, not by his program of profoundly 
increasing the power of the rich and pow-
erful, but by his sick, seductive promise 
of recreating an America in which white 
people rule and white-skin privilege de-
fines American citizenship.
 Whether this program is called “an-
archo capitalism,” ultra-nationalism, 
white nationalism, anti-globalism, or any 
other of the more-or-less incomplete and 
misleading terms that are favored both 
by Trump’s supporters and his liberal po-
litical, journalistic, and academic critics, 
this perspective, taken as a whole, placed 
in the context of the growing number of 
organizations and leaders committed 
to essentially similar perspectives in 
countries across Europe, is essentially the 
twenty-first century form of fascism. This 
perspective plays the same role in history, 
is structured with the same dangerous 
logic, and is aimed at achieving essen-
tially the same ends as the doctrines of 
Mussolini and Hitler in the first half of the 
twentieth century.

5. To rise to its own historic challenge, 
the Resistance needs to understand that 
its task is not merely to end the political 
career of one particularly gross and odi-
ous American politician. Its challenge 
is to block, with democratic, bold, and 

courageous methods, the confused but 
supremely arrogant, determined, and 
dangerous ambitions of a fascist move-
ment to come to power in the United 
States and across Europe.
 As before, such a movement can only 
come to power and hold power on the 
dead body of democratic rights and the 
actual bodies of millions of people.

6. The question of whether Donald 
Trump himself should be called a fascist, 
may still be open. The Resistance needs to 
understand that this is not the important 
question. The historical process we are 
going through is most truthfully and pro-
foundly understood as a process of fascist 
transformation. Blocking that process re-
quires the decisive defeat and removal of 
Trump from the American presidency, by 
whatever means are necessary, because 
the survival of the democratic character 
of the country and the world are at stake. 
For the Resistance, it is no time for denial, 
evasions, self-deception, timidity, cyni-
cism, pettiness, or any form of “business 
as usual.”
 The people of America are facing an 
historic crisis, and they will have to rise 
to an historic challenge in order to resolve 
it. The mass Resistance to Donald Trump 
is the means history has so far created to 
meet this challenge. To do so, this new 
movement first needs to recognize the 
character of the challenge, affirm its belief 
in its ability to meet that challenge, and 
then learn what that will mean in practice.

II. Learning how to win
Objectively, the vast movement of the Re-
sistance has the potential power to defeat 
Trump’s attacks on American democracy 
and to block the coming to power of a new 
fascist movement, but to make this poten-
tial power real, the Resistance must be able 
to draw certain lessons from history and 
embrace certain principles as the basis of 
its historic struggle.

1. The Resistance must recognize how 
powerful it really is and see its own de-
velopment as the key to victory, not the 
“business as usual” counsel of self-an-
nointed leaders who see themselves as 
above the movement and think being a 
part of the movement would mean dirty-
ing their hands with the mere “ordinary 
people.” We must learn to identify our 
own strengths and build on them, learn 
the lessons of our own struggles, and 
create leadership from our own ranks. We 

need to become increasingly an indepen-
dent movement building our own power 
on the basis of what is most democratic 
and idealistic in ourselves.
 —Our power—not the timid, fright-
ened, cynical politicians who want us to 
turn our movement into nothing other 
than a machine to turn out votes for them 
while they promise us nothing other than 
platitudinous phrases.
 —Our power—not the legalism of the 
lawyers.
 —Our power—not the commentators 
who are absolutely convinced that the 
only battles for justice were fought a long, 
long time ago and must never be repeat-
ed.
 —Our power—not the misleaders 
who mutter at us, “peace, peace,” when 
there is no peace.
 —Our power— not the wisdom of the 
“experts” who will interpret everything 
for us as long as it is agreed that we can 
change nothing.

2. While our new, young movement needs 
to learn and apply lessons from the past, 
we must be prepared to be our own he-
roes, on the basis of the lessons we can 
learn from the victories and defeats in the 
struggles we are engaging in now.

3. We should only support candidates and 
leaders who speak the plain truth to us, 
are always ready to speak truth to power, 
and who condemn Trump by name, op-
pose Trump consistently, and demand his 
removal.

4. The Resistance should only support any 
candidates or leaders who at least support 
the impeachment and removal of Donald 
Trump. Legalisms, sterile abstractions, 
phony sophistication, false diplomacy 
and cynical maneuvers cannot defeat 
tyranny. Our leaders must place us—the 
movement—first, foremost, and funda-
mental—as the democratic basis of their 
policies and their political methods—not 
yesterday’s policies of bobbing and weav-
ing to avoid a crisis and behavior that 
always seems to assume that the worst 
things that could happen to progressives 
would be winning.
 The crisis is fully upon us—it is falling 
all over us like an avalanche. We must 
fight or lose—and losing is likely to mean 
the conditions of democracy itself. Pre-
tending the danger is not on us already—
is not utterly here and now—is by far the 
most dangerous policy of all.
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5. The new movement began on 21 Jan-
uary 2017 with great power and joy, like 
some wonderful super-child born to save 
the world, the day after Trump’s inaugura-
tion. It was, in reality, the mass counter-in-
auguration, counter to Trump’s obscene, 
demagogic affair as truth is counterposed 
to falsehood, as the unity of sisterhood 
and brotherhood are opposed to the 
division of hate, as reason is opposed to 
unreason, as consciousness is opposed to 
stupidity, as light is opposed to darkness, 
as the hope of millions in democracy is 
counterposed to the message of despair 
of a would-be authoritarian few.

6. In its first weeks following its joyous 
birthday, the movement against Trump 
developed on the basis of two extraordi-
nary strengths.
 On the one hand, there was the 
strength of the mass mobilizations in the 
nation’s capital, and in many of our great 
cities, mobilizations which declared that 
the nation is not Trump’s, but rather the 
country of the majority of people who had 
voted against him and who had remained 
against him. America declared through 
these mobilizations that the country 
could not be turned into Trump’s dump-
ing ground for racism and misogyny, the 
illegitimate result of an anachronistic 
Electoral College victory. The truth, these 
mobilizations said, was that America is 
the country of a great, democratic people, 
not Trump’s racist graveyard of democra-
cy.
 On the other hand, in its first weeks 
and since, the movement showed another 
kind of strength. In the airport demon-
strations in defense of immigrant rights, 
and in a series of confrontations between 
gangs of Trump-supporting thugs and 
militant anti-fascists determined to 
defend their local communities against 
fascist violence,  some of the bravest 
fighters of the Resistance showed they 
were willing to place their own bodies on 
the line to prevent Trump’s vision from 
being made real.
 These two strengths of the Resistance 
emerged in the first days of the Trump 
presidency. Taken together, they showed 
that the new movement had the capacity 
to defeat whatever methods the Trump 
movement chose to employ in its danger-
ous struggle for power. At the level of its 
rank and file, the new movement showed 
that it was more optimistic, healthier, and 
stronger than anything the Trump move-
ment could throw at it.

7. To win, however, this strong rank and 
file needed a strong leadership. And un-
fortunately, the Resistance has developed 
with an extreme paradox: the struggle of 
its committed, bold, and idealistic rank 
and file, on the one hand, coupled with 
the seemingly endless timidity, if not 
cowardice, of a national leadership of pet-
ty-minded, mediocre, backward-looking 
politicians.
 In order to win, the Resistance will 
have to resolve its own crisis of leadership.

8. While the rank and file of the Resistance 
has shown an inspiring commitment to 
fighting to win, the national politicians, 
who are regularly taken to be its leader-
ship, appear to have pursued an uneven 
policy of fighting to lose or not fighting 
at all. The Democratic Party leadership 
have not only demanded that the party’s 
candidates not mobilize the rank and file 
of the new movement to support a strug-
gle to impeach and remove Trump, they 
have even attempted to place a taboo on 
mentioning Trump’s name at all. This and 
other similar policies have inevitably con-
fused and weakened the movement, and 
made some Resistance activists feel that, 
in some way or other, winning is wrong. 
The preaching of policies of weakness 
to the Resistance has been reinforced by 
the actual models of weakness presented 
by the behavior of the Democratic Party 
politicians in their day-to-day responses 
in Congress to Trump’s attacks.
 During the period in between the 
November 2016 election and Trump’s 
inauguration, Democratic Party leaders 
typically declared their determination 
“to align [themselves] with Trump,” pre-
ferring to present themselves as Trump’s 
allies rather than to defend the people 
of the country and its democratic char-
acter against the dangers of the Trump 
presidency. Only the overwhelming size 
and passionate hatred of Trump demon-
strated by the Resistance on the day after 
Trump’s inauguration brought an end, 
at least by and large, to these policies of 
craven cowardice. With a few well-known, 
honorable exceptions, the Democratic 
Congressional politicians have been in-
capable of speaking the plain truth about 
the Trump presidency to the American 
people, preferring a cotton-candy rhet-
oric of how “concerning” even Trump’s 
most dangerous and deadly attacks have 
been. Most of the time, most of the Dem-
ocratic Congressional politicians have 
behaved as if they are more afraid of the 
Resistance understanding the plain truth 

about Trump’s attacks than they are of 
Trump and his attacks.
 At every turn, this Democratic Party 
Congressional leadership has been in-
capable even of showing the righteous 
indignation of leaders who care enough 
about democracy, equality, human rights, 
or any other progressive human princi-
ples to wage a real fight to defend them.
 This has been a leadership of weak, 
complacent politicians, not real leaders 
at all, but mere office-holders, looking 
perpetually for the path of least resistance 
in an historical situation which requires 
a bold stand by courageous leaders in 
defense of democracy under attack.

9. The Resistance needs to embrace and 
defend those few “honorable exceptions” 
that have attempted to take a bold stand 
in and outside of Congress, fighting for 
impeachment and removal of Trump, 
and frankly treating his presidency as an 
illegitimate and dangerous abomination. 
All too predictably, the major Democratic 
Party leaders in Congress have not only 
failed to support the courage of the few 
actual leaders against Trump within their 
party, but they have even joined in the 
attacks of Republicans against them.

10. Under these conditions, it is urgent 
for the Resistance to develop its own lead-
ers on the basis of its bravest and most 
determined struggles. It is not enough to 
look to the fall elections to create the lead-
ership that the Resistance needs in order 
to win. Overwhelmingly, the Democrats’ 
campaigns are being conducted on the 
basis that the national Democratic Party 
leadership has demanded. Candidates 
avoid saying anything about impeach-
ing or removing Trump, and even obey 
the cowardly taboo against mentioning 
his name. The few exceptional candi-
dates who are violating these policies of 
teaching the Resistance how not to fight, 
mark themselves as the exceptional left 
wing of their party. The Democrats will 
undoubtedly win lots of elections in the 
fall, despite their cowardice, but if they 
actually fight out the election on the basis 
of these policies, they will emerge from 
the elections as a party even less capable 
than they have been of fighting against 
the advance of a far-right, neo-fascist 
movement.

11. To prevent the victory of Trump’s 
movement, the Resistance must base 
itself on the standards of character and 
the methods of struggle that character-
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ized its earliest national mobilizations, 
the airport occupations in defense of 
immigrant rights, and the courage and 
professionalism of the boldest defeats of 
the provocations of the most vicious of 
the neo-fascist thugs.

12. If the Resistance finds its leaders, 
builds its organizations, shapes its strug-
gles on the basis of the inspiring lessons 
that can already be drawn from its stron-
gest and bravest stands and its most 
conscious victories, the Resistance can 
lead the great majority of the American 
people in the defeat of Donald Trump 
and his movement, and in the victory of 
democracy and equality over authoritar-
ianism and hate. If, however, the Resis-
tance subordinates itself to the timidity 
and cowardice of the Democratic Party 
politicians, there is the real possibility of 
Trump and his movement winning. 

13. The Democrats as a national party 
have so far, since the election of Donald 
Trump, been determined to repeat the 
notorious mistakes of most liberals, 
mainstream conservatives, and Social 
Democrats in Germany who did little or 
nothing to prevent the march to power 
of Adolf Hitler and the Nazis. The rank 
and file of the Resistance, on the other 
hand, has wanted overwhelmingly to 
defeat Trump and take seriously the 
oft-repeated declaration, “Never Again.” 
It will seem to many at first glance, that 
the most important question before us is 
electing enough Democrats to the House 
of Representatives to guarantee the im-
peachment of Trump in Congress next 
year. The problem of this misunderstand-
ing is all too clear. The impeachment of 
Trump will undoubtedly annoy him, but 
it will not remove him from office. Only 
the U.S. Senate, by a super-majority vote, 
can find Trump guilty of any article of 
impeachment, and so vote to remove 
him. A U.S. Senate Democratic leadership 
that currently shows no real commitment 
to defeating the confirmation of Kavana-
ugh, will surely be incapable of fighting 
to secure the conviction and removal of 
Trump, even after an overwhelming vote 
for impeachment in the House of Repre-
sentatives.
 Everything, in reality, depends on the 
Resistance and its ability to act as an inde-
pendent movement on the basis of its best 
traditions of boldness and idealism. Many 
commentators, and not only BAMN, have 
decried the woeful policies of Schumer’s 
Democrats, who repeatedly show up to a 

sword fight with butter knives.

14. Democratic leaders like Schumer have 
treated as assets: weakness, evasion, de-
nial, and routinism. They have regularly 
declared defeat to be preferable to victory 
(the California model). A leadership of 
this kind and a party that takes its char-
acter from him is merely a light snack for 
Trump and his supporters to polish off in 
between the main courses of a real meal. 
The Resistance is the only real threat to 
Trump, and the only likely victorious 
defender of democracy and justice. The 
Resistance has within its grasp the weap-
ons with which to defeat Donald Trump, 
any other demagogue like him, and any 
movement that such a demagogue could 
spawn. In order to realize this potential, 
the new movement must transcend the 
bad advice of the politicians and develop 
on the basis of its own independent char-
acter as a democratic mass movement.
 The politicians will continue to de-
clare that the struggle must be conducted 
without making a fight, that weakness is 
strength, that speaking the plain truth is 
to be avoided, and that, generally speak-
ing, if there is an option, it is better for 
progressive forces to fight to lose rather 
than fight to win. The new movement 
of the Resistance must embrace its own 
strength and create its own leadership on 
the basis of courage, boldness, idealism, 
honesty, determination to win, and as 
necessary, the capacity for self-sacrifice. 
Its watch-words must be: Dr. King’s “no 
business as usual,” Frederick Douglass’ “If 
there is no struggle, there is no progress,” 
and Abraham Lincoln’s challenge to his 
Congress in December 1862 on the ques-
tion of slavery versus freedom: 
 “The dogmas of the quiet past are inad-
equate to the stormy present. The occasion 
is piled high with difficulty, and we must 
rise with the occasion. As our case is new, 
so we must think anew and act anew. We 
must disenthrall ourselves, and then we 
shall save our country.
 Fellow-citizens, we can not escape 
history. We of this Congress and this Ad-
ministration will be remembered in spite 
of ourselves. No personal significance or 
insignificance can spare one or another of 
us. The fiery trial through which we pass 
will light us down in honor or dishonor to 
the latest generation. … We, even we here, 
hold the power and bear the responsibility. 
In giving freedom to the slave we assure 
freedom to the free—honorable alike in 
what we give and what we preserve. We 
shall nobly save or meanly lose the last best 

hope of earth.”
 The Resistance can follow the petty 
politicians and believe that all that mat-
ters is the vote count in the November 
elections, but the reality is that history 
will regard these elections as a petty 
footnote to the record of a great strug-
gle. This struggle against Trump and his 
movement against democracy will be 
won or lost, in reality, by the Resistance. 
If the Resistance allows itself to be para-
lyzed by the routinism of the Democrats’ 
electoralism, Trump will have no reason 
to take it seriously and will win, while the 
Democrats wring their hands, go through 
talking points about how “concerning” 
Trump’s victory is, and when push comes 
to shove, flee the country.
 If the Resistance accepts the challenge 
of revolutionary leaders like Dr. King, 
Frederick Douglass, and Abraham Lin-
coln, and rises to its full height as a dem-
ocratic mass movement, Trump cannot 
win and the American people will once 
more have defended the “last best hope of 
earth.”
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