
Keep Your Eyes on the Prize 

Darnell Earley got sent home early 
Student and teacher actions forced the resignation of the Emergency Manager. 
Now, we must KEEP OUR EYES ON THE PRIZE: end the state takeover altogether, 
restore the democratic rights of the people of Detroit, and save public education. 
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D-DAY 
ACTION IN DETROIT 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

The great wave of “sickout/walkout/stay-
out” civil rights actions has created a 
crisis for Governor Snyder’s takeover 
regime. Detroit is standing up, and every-
one can feel that the balance of power is 
shifting in favor of the new movement in 
our city. Now is the time to topple the 
scales completely. Now is the time for 
students, teachers, and community mem-
bers to join in action together. 

On February 10, which is simultaneously 
count day and Ash Wednesday, it is time 
to take a religious holiday. We have been 
seeking treatment for the “Snyder flu,” 
and now we need to exorcise those 
Snyder demons! 



Student Leadership is Essential 

 Teachers

 Parents 

 Students 

WE DEMAND:  

(1) Restore the full, real democratic 
rights of the people of Detroit now. 
End all takeovers—over our schools, 
over our city government, and over 
the teachers’ union, the Detroit Feder-
ation of Teachers. Abolish all Emer-
gency Manager regimes; fire EM Ear-
ley. All real power in Detroit needs to 
be of the people, by the people, for the 
people. 

(2) No more attacks on our public 
schools! No more school closings, no 
more charters, no more selling our 
schools to charter companies. Our 
children are not for sale. 

(3) Reject the Snyder Plan, along with 
the mountain of lies told to sell it. The 
Snyder Plan is merely a lightly veiled 
scheme for the mass closure of our 
public schools and the mass charteri-
zation of what is left. Any “new mon-
ey” will merely be a subsidy for more 
charter schools and an end to all but a 
token few real public schools. (See 
Steve Conn, “Address to the Third 
Mass Membership Meeting: Defeating 
the Snyder Plan,” May 3, 2015) 

(4) End the scapegoating of teachers. 
Restore teachers’ democratic and 
union rights. Reduce class sizes dra-
matically now. Smaller class sizes 
and the restoration of teachers’ dem-
ocratic and union rights are essential 
emergency measures to start repair-
ing the terrible damage Snyder’s at-
tacks have inflicted on the education 
of Detroit’s young people. 

(5) Restore all the EAA schools to the 
Detroit Public Schools—no more EAA 
“Snyder schools.” The Governor’s 
personal takeover of the EAA schools 
is a cruel scandal. The “Snyder 
schools” are among the worst in the 
country. They are an experiment that 
has failed brutally for our children. 
The disastrous EAA experiment must 
be ended. 

(6) Get rid of tyrant, bully principals. 

(7) End the physical and verbal abuse 
and harassment of students by secu-
rity guards and police. 

(8) Smaller class sizes, so that stu-
dents can receive more individual 
attention from teachers. 

(9) Preserve all Special Education 
programs—end the attacks on Special 
Education. 

(10) Provide the materials necessary 
for all students to receive a good, 
quality education: new, up-to-date 
textbooks, computers, art supplies, 
musical instruments, sports equip-
ment, etc. 

(11) Full staffing of all schools with 
certified, union teachers, counselors, 
office staff, nurses, etc. End the at-
tacks on school employees’ working 
conditions, job security, and wages. 


